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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ed 
TO ‘6 B***¥** ,? 
DEAR Sir.-- You accuse me with being ungenerous 
came of mv remarks of the 25th of January. a 1} 
ve given you any cause of complaint it was altogeth- 
unint ntional ; ‘and Tam very sorry that pain or of- 
nce has been given where none was intended. It wes 





! 
| 
ry far from my intention to intimate, that you wilful- | 
; , ; . : ee 
misrey resented the sentiments of my communication. | 
F - of . * ae 
ich an intimation would have been very much in Gls | 
ii «i « ) 7 fe val 
reement with my high opinion of your cancour anc | 
intenti id one which charity would forbid. | 
od intentions, and one which charity w: vid. | 
| 
' 
| 


of which you complain, was, 1 thik, mis- 


jie passage, og 
mighi have 


It should have been, ‘ what 
If however there was no typograpical mis- 
but the contrary ii was 
it appeared, nrust of 
may possibly be the case, then | would assure 


he 
inted. 


reeived.’ 


ke. in this passage, on 


° sor} 
efenc might 
ritten 98 inst cl | : | 


~ 


7. thatit was owing to carelessness in transciibing 't 
i was £0 EXpre ssed. 
nly meant, that I thought the subject, then und 


tion, had been expressed in terms suflicsently 


Thus you may perceive, that 


sal 
iGel 


. . aoe 1) 
wd which, had you carefully examined, you would 


nis 
ain i 
t have mistaken. 

You whether I “ mean that the Lord (i.e. the 
ord Jesus Christ) is the same as the Father in every 


£o that } 


1, 
Sh 





spect, so ihat they are not two in any s¢ nse? ! 
-derm Lord and the term Father designate but one | 
ing, person or agent, with no difference or distinction | 
nature oi And add, *‘cither this was 
ur meaning or | did neither mistake nor misrepresent 
*s Roe sir, though this was not my meaning, yet, 
withstanding your assurance to the contrary, I ‘still 


condition 2°? 


heve you mistook it. 

We find, in the Old Testament, a great number of 
mes applied to God, such as Jehovah, Jehovah Zeba- 
h. Lord Jehovah, Almighty, God, (in the original, 
th in the singalar and plural number,) Creator, Sav- 


|the fifth and sixth paragraphs of my last, is all that 


| connexion of thought it was, that you inferred from my 





ir, Redeemer, Lord, &c. Now it is evident that these, 


the divine! 


d many other names, used to designate | 


sing, are not applied indiscriminately ; but according 
the various attributes, qualities and perfections of | 


eity, which, the diflerent states of the church deserib- 
| require to be applied, exercised or announced; and | 
at they cannot be compared to the different names hy | 
hich a man may be called with equal propriety. But | 
Il, because they are to be applicd distinctly, it does | 
t follow that they designate so many beings, persons 


agents, ** distinct from each olher.? Again; in the | 
ew Testament, we find different names applied to the | 


not 


be- ' 


ord, as Lamb, Son of man, Son of God, &c. yet 
thout distinction, and still they do not represent 
gs, persons, or agents, ** dz#tenc! from each other.” 

Thus, | conceive, the Packer and Son, though not ap- 
ied without distinction, refer to the same Lord; the 
e being expressive of the Divinily, and other to the 
umanily of our Lord and Saviour. So the terms Je- 
wah and Jesus ; that, denoting the unmanifested Di- 
nity, or the Lord not yet come into the world, or not 
t incarnate ; this, the same Divinity now become in- 
rnate, or Jehovah actually appearing in the world in 
e form of a man, or as the apostie Paul expresses it, 
God manifest in the flesh.” In confirmation of which 
ympare Jobn i. 23, Matt. iii. 3, with Isa. x] 3; Luke i. 
‘, with Mal. iy. 5; and Matt. iv. 7 with Deat. vi. 16.) 


to 





| Now, I 


By the term Lord, then, I think, is to be understood | 
the manifested God, who as to his divinity or soul is | 
the Father, as to his humanity or body is the Son, and | 
as to his proceeding operation or influence, is the Holy | 
Spirit. You ask, ‘is it proper to say his Father, if he } 
were the Father ?” 
aman and has sou! ? 


Is it not as proper, as to speak of | 

The Lord and the Father are no 
more two, than a man and his soul are ive, and though 
the Father and Son are distinguished in name and even 
in idea, the one from the other, just as essence and form, 
or soul and body are distinguished, yet both together 
are to be considered as personally and individually one 
and the same God ; just as the soul and the body are 
the Accordingly Christ declares 


ther are ove.” 


one and 


rr 
Saf 


same man, 


a 


' 7 l ’ 
that ** and the fa 


Believing that the preceding remarks, together with 


is necessary in regard to the fourth and fifth par- 
J 5 
agraphs of your communication, | proceed to your last 
gta B ; 
observations, in regard to what you consider inaccuracy 
In my communication of the 20th 
Dec. | endeavoured to point out the two states, the one 


in my expression, 
of humiliation, the other of glorification, which the Lord 
was pleased to undergo while he was in the world. Now 
sir, what impropriety was there in quoting passages to 
And did 
vot the passages quoted designate different states in the 
speaker of them; for imstance, did not his saying ** 1 


prove that he underwent these two states? 


can do nothing of myself,” designate a state of humilia- 
‘ion? and his saying that the Father und he were one, 
designate a state of glorification? 1 dg not see by what 
juoting certain passages in proof of his undergoing the 
mentioned, that I taucht that God 
when he stood in a certain state—! 


two states before 
.onld do nothing, 
still think the passages mentioned plainly designate twe 
states in the spi aker, at the time of speaking them ; anc 
must acknowledge, after al! you heve said on this sub- 
ject, that] am incapeble of perceiving the contradic- 
tions, which you pretended io have discovered in what 
I have before written as to this subject. 

You tel] us that “if this subject is so obscure that it 
cannot be stated in clear, appropriate and intelligible 
terms, a thousand years discussion would profit nobody.” 
see no reason why tls subject cannot be stated 
in as clear terms as any other truth; and if I have fail- 
ed of success in this respect, it must not be attributed 
to the subject, but the writer, than whose pen I should 
have been giad had the subject engaged a more eble.— 
Sut as the editor has seen fit to publish but’ a part of 
what I have written, it cennot be determined how far 1 
have succeeded. I should have been more particular, 
at this time, but as this would be like y to meet with a 
similar fate with the other, were it protracted to any 
greater length, I must close, after asking your charita- 
ble allowance for the failings of this, 

Your’s respectfully, 

, Feb. 20, 1821. 
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MORALITY. 

Ir should be the duty of every christian to endeavour 
by all the means in his power to build up the cause of, 
morality ; for in this consists the good of society and | 
the rational happiness of every individual. Jt will not} 
be disputed that the labours of christians, generally | 
speaking, are intended for to check the progress of vice, | 


} 


| er what he was saying ? 


= —— 


and give support to the cause of virtue; yet it is to be 
much lamented, that, in many instances, means have 
been used which, although differently intended, have a 
direct tendency te build up the cause of immorality.— 
Therefore, the utmost vigilance should be exercised, 
that the communications from the pulpit and the press 
may be of that kind that will encourage well, and dis- 
It has been observed from time to 
time that some of our brethren have given publicity to 
sentiments which, in the opinion of the writer, are not 
calculated to subserve a virtuous cause ; and this opin- 
ion has been strengthened by the appearance of the fol- 
lowing extract in the ‘ New York Statesman,’ of Febru: 
ary 22, 1821, printed at Albany. 

EXTRACT. 

* I think a future state demonstrable even by 
natural arguments; at least to take away re 
wards and punishments, is only a pleasing pros. 
pect toa man who resolves beforehand not to 
live morally. But, on the other side, the tho't 
of being nothing after death is a burden insup- 
portable to a virtuous man, even though a hea- 
then. We naturally aim at bappiness, and can- 
not bear to have it confined to the shortness of 
our present being, especially when we consider 
that virtue is generally unhappy in this world, 
and vice fortunate ; so that it is hope of futurity 
aloue, that makes this life tolerable, in expects- 
tion of a better. Who would not commit all the 
excesses to which he is prompted by his natural 
inclinations, if he may do them with security 
while he is alive, and be incapable of punish- 
ment after he is dead. If he be conning and 
secret enough to ayoid the Jaws, the.« is no 
bond of morality to restrain him; for fame and 
reputation are weak ties; many men have not 
the least sense of them. Powerful men are on- 
iv awed by them, as they conduce to their in- 
terest, and that not always when a passion is 
predominant; and no man will be contained with- 
in the bounds of duty, when he may safely trans- 
gress them. ‘These are my thoughts albstract- 
ediy, and withont entering into the notions of 
our christian faith, which is the proper business 
of divines,”’ 

The editor of the *‘ New York Statesman’ will not, 7 
trust, think me to be influenced by a polemical disposi- 
tion, if | make a few remarks upon the extract above 
quoted ; for | would assure him that nothing but a stron 
desire to discountensnce sentimeuts which are prejudi- 
cial to the cause of morality has influenced me. 

The existence of a future state very few people deny; 
and the thought of annihilation we allow, is repugnant 
to the immortal principle which exists within us. ** We 
naturally aim at happiness, and cannot bear to have it 
conlined to the shortness of our present being.”” ‘I his 
again is a very rational idea, and is corroborated by ev- 
ery day’s experience. “ Especially when we consider 
that virive is generally unhappy in this world, and vice 
fortunate.”? This idea strikes me with astonishment. 
*“* Virtue is generally unhappy in this world, and vice 
fortunate’?! Did the writer of this article fully consid- 
First he tells us that ‘* we nat- 
urally aim at happiness” ; that is to eny, that it is our 
desire to be happy and that we seek happiness wherev- 
er itis. Now after be has informed us this, where does 
he say that we shall find happiness? Does be tell us 
that if we would be happy, we must be virtuous? Does 
he tell us that true Lappiness is found in virtue’s paths ? 
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Does he tell us that misery is inseparably connected with 
vice? No; but astory directly diverse, If you would 
be happy, be vicious; if you would be unhappy, strive 
to be virtuous. What a sentiment to hold up to the 
view of people! First acknowledge that the natural 
aim of man is happiness, and then say, ‘that virtue is 
generally unhappy, and vice fortunate.’ We are in- 
clined to believe that our brother, upon a review of 
this sentiment, will not indulge himself in a belief of it. 

But again ; with this sentiment in the mind, let us 
refer to experience, and see the accordance which ex- 
ists between them. Go to that drunkard, who sits in 
his corner with his wife and children around him, with- 
out a spark of fire to warm their chilled limbs, or a mor- 
s¢] of food to sustain fainting nature. View his bloat- 
ec countenance, his frenzied mind, and his trembling 
frame; and then ask him, did virtue bring you to this? 
Go to that gambler who once possessed property ; see 
his wretched family ; hear him vent his sorrows, and 
mourn for bis faults; hear his children cry for bread, 
and see them shivering with cold ; behold the mother 
«lasping her darling infant to her breast, and bewailing 
ler hard fortune, and then think that these are the 
scenes, the afflicting scenes presented to his view ; hear 
lim endeavour to express the feelings of his lacerated 
bosom ; and then ask him, did virtue bring you to this? 
Go to the convict in confinement; see his emaciated 
frame; hear him recounting o’er his former joys, when 
with his wife and children he lived in domestic happi- 
ness ; when, returning home, they ran to welcome him; 
see the big tear standing in his eye; hear the chains 
which bind him clank, and the groan escape from his 
lips ; and then ask him, did virtue bring you to this? 
Go to that criminal condemned to die; follow him to 
the gallows; see his friends shake the parting hand, 
and moisten his cheek with their tears; behold bim 
raise his eyes to heaven, as his last and only hope; see 
him look at the awful preparations for his execution, 
and hear him exclaim, alas! alas! and have | come to 
this? and then ask this unfortunate man, did virtue 
bring you to this? Will he answer you in the aflirma- 
tive? Will either of these individuals answer you in 
the affirmgtive? No; they will say that viee, that 
child of hell bath led them on. 

But what are we informed? “ Virtue is generally 
unhappy in this world, and yice fortunate.” Is this 
concordant with reason or scripture? What saith the 
scripture ? **Good understanding giveth favour; but 
the way of transgressors is hard.”’—Prov. xiii. 18. ** Un- 
to them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; 
but glory, honour, and peace to every man that work- 
eth good ; to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile ; for 
there is no respect of persons with God.’*—Rom. ii. 
8—I11. ‘The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth ; mach more the wicked and the sinner.”°—Provy. 
xi. Sl. 

Notwithstanding the ideas that sinners are more hap- 
py in this world than the righteous, and that the prac- 
tice of virtue is painfuJ, and the practice of vice pleas- 
ant, have been strenuously ccntended for by many 
great men, yet I am led-to disbelieve the truth and pro- 
priety of them. And it is esteemed as-a duty which is 
owed to society, that. all proper means should be used 
to expose the deformities and unhappiness of vice, and 
the blessings necessarily connected with the practice of 
virtue. O youth, wheresoever thon art, whatsoever 
thy situation may be, never seek for pleasure or happi- 
ness in any thing opposed to virtue.. Would you be 
respected, be virtuovs—Would you be loved, be vir- 
tuous—Do you seek happiness, it is found only in the 
practice of virtue—Would you aspire to glory, the path 
of virtue will lead you there.. ‘Be not deceived.” 
Look reund opon society—ask those who sustain re- 
spectable charaeters, to whom society looks up as ex- 
amples of piety and goodness, if they were led to their 
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No; for did they think so, they would teach their chil- 
dren to practice vice, and to walk in the paths of wick- 
ediess; but, knowing that happiness, greatness, glory, 
and peace are only to be found in the practice of vir- 
tue, they teach them to follow the dictates of wisdom, 
for ** Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and al! her 
paths are paths of peace.”’—Prov. iii. 17. Ww. 
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UNITARIANS, 

To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

In October last, | forwarded you some extracts from 
a “Treatise on Atonement, by Richard Wright,’ which 
were published in the Magazine of Nov. 18, 1820. My 
design in sending them for publication, was to shew 
that there was a great inconsistency between the com- 
mon preaching of Unitarians and this writer, or, that 
Unitarians do not give us to understand what their sys- 
tem is, but rather choose to keep us in the dark re- 
specting it. It is however, a fact that they have pat- 
ronized this work, and if I am not mistaken, an edition 
of it has been published in Boston, under their inspec- 
tion. The conduct of this class of christians, is some- 
thing similar to this: Two persons in this town who be- 
long to a church where the belief of endless misery is 
considered a fundamental article of the church, were 
conversing on the justice and propriety of the article ; 
when one of them observed, “* that to force mankind 
into existence, and that their existence should eventu- 
ally be a damage to them, (on either of the systems, of 
election and reprobation, or conditions,) did not appear 
to be just, and it was difficult to suppose the Almighty 
a good Being, if the doctrine of endless misery be true.” 
The reply made by the other was, ** Hast thou faith, 
have it to thysel/.” I make no comments, only that 
the person who queried continues to speak in confer- 
ence meetings, ! am toid, and holds up the unmercifu] 
tenet, to tlose who choose to attend the meetings. 


The following on the infinity of sin, may be found on 
the 115th page of Mr. Wright’s Treatise. ** It has been 
said that sin is an infuite evil, deserving infinite punish- 
ment; that, cousequently, none but.an infinite being 
could atone, or make satisfaction for it. Bat how can 
it be proved that sin is an infinite evil, seeing it is the 
act and deed of a finite being? ‘To perform infinite 
actions requires infinite power, for no creature can act 
beyond his strength; it follows that sin cannot be infi- 
nite, because it is the act of a finite creature. If sin 
were infinite, there could be no degrees in it, every e- 
vil action would be of equal turpitude; fer there can 
be no degreess in what is infinite. If the evil actions 
of men were infinite, they would be capable of perform- 
ing actions infinitely good; for the same powers which 
when exercised wrong, produce infinite evil, when ex- 
ercited aright, would of course produce infinite good. 
If sin be not infinite it cannot deserve* infinile punish- 
ment ; nor require an infinite person to atone, or make 
satisfaction fer it.. But it is argued that sin is commit- 
ted against an infinite being, and therefore it must be 
an infinite evil, and of infinite demerit; if so, right ac- 
tions, when performed from right motives should be in- 
finitely good, and desérve an infinite reward, because 
they have the pleasing and infinite being for their ob- 
ject; but actions take their denomination from the 
character of the person who performs them, not from 


that of him in obedience or disobedience to whom they | : . 
“ | what we wished to say on the sermon which the Dr. 


are done. Hence it is evident the actions of finite be- 
ings never can be infinite.” CONSISTENCY. 





* If the statement of this writer be correct, and cap- 
able of scripture proof, (as it undoubtedly is), why 
should Unitarians shun to declare itin their sermons on 
suitable occasions, so that the public may know their 
sentiments on this great point of doctrine ; or else urge 
the contrary sentiment, of infinite sin and infinite pun- 


ishment?. 
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DR, WOODS’ SERMON, 
At the Ordination of the Rev. BEngamin B, Wisner 
to the pastoral office at the Old South Church, 
on the 2ist of February, 1821. 

WE have waited sometime that we might see this 
Sermon in print, before offering any remarks on it; but 
it seeuis we may wait in vain even if we wait still long- 
er. Report says, this sermon will never be requsted by 
the Society where it was delivered, and that it is not 
likely we shall ever see it. 

This is something remarkable! What, shall not a ser- 
mon which was delivered at the Ordination of a minis- 
ter at the Old South, by Professor Woods, of Andover, 
be printed? Must the society refuse to request a copy 
of this sermon for the press? Is it not well known alli 
overa great part of the christian world, that the OLp 
Sours has Jong stood as the pillar and ground of ortho- 
doxy in New England? Is it not generally known that 
Professor Woods is the bright and shining light of or- 
thodoxy at Andover, the head quarters of Calvinism ?— 
What then can be the reason that such a sermon, on 
such an occasion, is not even requested for the press? 
Has the like ever been known in this place? Now it 
is certain that people will have their conjectures, the: 
will talk much on this subject, they will, no coubt, sur- 
mise many and various causes. Some perhaps may be 
favourable to the credit of orthodoxy, but is it not more 
than probable, that there will be some which will tend 
strongly the other way: 
from distant towns shall call at our book-stores for the 
sermon in question, and shall be told that it was never 
printed, and that a copy was never requested for the 
press, what will they think?) Why it is certain that 
they will understand that there was an occasion for dis- 
like even a dislike of the conduct of the preacher him - 
self, aside from the sermon. Every becy knows enough 
about the policy which is practiced among religious peo- 
ple, to understand, that if there had been no disappro- 
bation of the preacher, his sermon, even had it been too 
indifferent for publication, would have been requested 
for the press, but not granted, by reason of some friend’s 
special advice. In this way the honour of the preach- 
er would have preserved an outward appearance, while 
good policy would prevent a bad sermon from making 
its appearance before the public. There can be no rea- 
sonable doubt, but this scrmon would have been request- 
ed, if the conduct of Dr. Woods had been agreeable to 
the good people of the congregation to whom it was de- 
livered. The conduct which has given disgust, and 
created great uneasiness among the people, has more 
than once been laid before the public. From publica- 
tions on this subject, we learn, that Dr. Woods was par~ 
ticularly influential in preventing the Rev. Mr. Lowell 
from giving the fellowship of the churches on the solemn - 
occasion. By this uncharitable procedure, Dr. Woods 
and his coadjutors have told the public, that they are 
determined to destroy the remains of christian fellow- 
ship which subsists between the strict Calvinists and 
those who are styled liberal. For the intriguing man- 
ner and means employed im order to disappoint the 
wishes of the people of the Old South, that the Rev. 
Mr. Lowell should present the fellowship of the church- 
es, &c. our readers are referred to publications in other> 
papers. We should not have hinted any thing on this 
subject, had it not been. so intimately connected with 


When sagacious inquirers 


delivered, and which the Old South Society refuse to 
request for the press. 

There were three things in this sermon which were 
of such a peculiar nature, that they were not forgotten, 
on which we wish to make a few remarks. The first is~ 
the death of the Creator of the Sun! However the ex-. 
pression may strike our readers, we assure them, that 


Dr. Woods held forth in his sermon, that he, who creat~ 
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ed the sun, died onacross! This great, immense, won- 
derful, and astonishing declaration was made that al! 
might know that the preacher was a Trinitarian, Bot 
we think that this declaration is by no means consistent 
either with reason or scripture. Is it reasonable to be- 
lieve that the Creator of the Sun died on a cross? No, 
this is as unreasonable a proposition as can possibly be 
stated ; for if the Creator of the universe, whose power 
upholds all things, were to die, who would uphold the 
universe while he should remain dead? Is the proposi 
tion, that the Creator of the sun died ona cross, ac- 
cording to scripture? Do we read any thing like this 
in the word of divine revelation? No, wedo not, But 
we are there informed, that the man Christ Jesus died 
on the cross, and that God raised him from thé dead? 
{n fact this declaration, that the Creator died, is no oth- 
erwise consistent with even Trinitarianism itself, than 
as the different parts of that scheme must of necessity 
be opposed to each other, in order to put reason out of 
the qnestion, and to form what is called a mystery.— 
Prinitarians say that there is but one divine nature. If 
we ask them whether this one divine nature is capable 
of any variation or change, they will answer no. How 
then is it consistent for them to say, that this divine 
Being died? 

The second thing which we have in mind, on which 
we wish to offer a few remarks, is the followin 


g ideat 


The Dr. gave us to understand, according to his views, 


that Almighty God’s sacrifice of himself for the sins of 


mankind, gave be/fer satisfaction to divine justice, than 
the eternal punishment of the sinner could. 


n+t pretend to give the Dr’s idea in his own words, but} 


we assure our readers that we give the idea correctly. 
On this subject we shall query as follows. Is it possi- 
ble, in the nature of justice, that it can be satisfied with: 


what it does not require, in room of what it does/—} 


There can be but one answer to this question. 
tice cannot be satisfied with what it does not require, 
and if it be satisfied with the sacrifice of the Creator, 
for the sin of the creature, then surely it was the deatli 
of the Creator which divine justice demanded, and no- 
thingelse! When the preacher looked over the pulpit, 
directing his eyes toward the. communion-table, and 
said, that justice was better satisfied when it looked on 
the great sacrifice offered by God’s own death, for the 
transgressions of man, than when it looks down into the 
regions of the miserable, meaning the torments of hell, 
it was not possible to prevent the question from urging 
itself on the mind, what need there could be of damning 
poor sinners eternally after justice was better satisfied 
another way? According to this-preacher, it seems that 
divine justice has the. indifferent pleasure of looking 
down into the Joke of fire and brimstone, of seeing the 
torments of millions of miserable souls, and of hearing 
their bitter and everlasting groans; but when it wants 
something still beé/er it looks at the Creator of all things, 
beholds hiw in the agony of death, suffering a torment 
infinitely greater than a finite being can suffer, and is 
fully satisfied ! 

The last particular on which we shall remark, is one 
of the preacher’s conclusions, in which he contended 
that the doctrine which did not acknowledge the sacyi- 
fice of the Creator for the sins of the creature, was so far 
from promoting true, genuine christianity, thet it was 
even subversive of its heavenly spirit and nature. Well 
what have we to say on this? Why in the first place 
we ask, what genuine christianity is? and what is its 
spirit and nature? Let the conduct of the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Council, who would not allow so much charity and 
liberality as were manisfested by the church and con- 
gregation who requested the Rey. Mr. Lowell to pre- 
sent the fellowship of the churches, the least toleration. 
be the comment and the answer! If this sectarian, il- 
liberality be the true spirit of christianity we acknow!l- 
edge ourselves in a great mistake. 
judge between the two. 


Let all the world 
On the one band stood the 


Rev. Mr. Lowell, a minister of the gospel in this town, 
justly esteemed by all denominations, as en orvament 


We do} 


If jus-! 


to his profession and to the christian name, prepared to 
‘ischarge the important duty of presenting the fellow- ' 
ship of the churches. He well knew that he was invit- | 
ed to do this that it might tend to the preserving of the ' 
unity and fellowship of the churches ; his very sou] was; 
in the spirit of this fellowship, and he was ready to pre- | 
sent it on so solemn and important occasion. On the! 
other hand stood Dr. Woods and others like him in doc- 
trine and in spirit. Are they in this heavenly spirit of | 
union and fellowship? No, they will not allow it to/ 
exist among them. Mr. Lowell must not present this | 
fellowship. This, dear reader, is the true comment on| 
Dr. Woods’ conclusion, that genuine christianity is sub- 
verted by those who do not subscribe to his creed of the 
death of Almighty God for the sin of man! 

As we are io the habit of talking plainly, so we will 
say, respecting this sermon, that for unreasonableness 
and inconsistency we neve? heard it exceeded. 
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BLASPHEMY. 


MippLetown, Conn. MArcn 1, 1821. 

BrotTner BAttov,—I send vou the copy of a letter 
written by A. Nett eron of Killingworth, in this coun- 
ty, who I need not mention, is a warm Calvinist prea- 
cher; but as he has assumed the name of our Saviour, it 
| would seem that the letter ought to correspond with the 
Saviour’s declarations to man. 1 do not recollect any 
passage of scripture containing the expression that ‘*my 

| spirit shall not always strive with man,” but the one in 
Genesis vi. 3, in which verse follows the clearest proof 
that God their alludes to the length of man’s temporal 
| lire only, and not to the operations of his boly spirit, as 
this ignorant preacher would seem to represent. The 
other quotation fpom Proverbs is equally inapplicable. 
It would s¢em enough for this blasphemous preacher to 
promulgate his erroneous sentiments, without being 
| guilty of forgery; but to give force to his wicked and 
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|erroneous sentiments, he must add the name of the 
:viour of men. 
| ‘Lie copy is at your disposal to publish or not as you 
ideem proper. I give it as | received it. I have seen 
undry persons of character who saw the orignal in the 
uid writing of Mr. Nettleton. 

lam, respectfully and affectionately, 

Your obedient servant, 


} 
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J. STOW, 


The following letter was written by Rev. AsaaEL 
NEITLETON, to an assembly collected at the Inn, in 
South Britain Society, for the purpose of a social Ball. 

(COPY.) 
Sourneury, Marcn 13, 1818. 

Dear Youru,—lI have come into your assem- 
bly this evening on an important errand; I have 
heard every word you have spoken, and seen 
eyery thought in your heart. I have come to 
inform you that my spirit shall not always strive 
with you. Because I have called and ye refus- 
ed; I have stretched out my hand and no man 
regarded, but ye have set at nought all my coun- 
cil and would none of my reproof, I also will 
laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your 
fear cometh—when your fear cometh as a des- 
olation and your destruction cometh as a whirl- 
wind, when distress and anguish cometh upon 
you, then shall they call upon me but I will not 
answer. ‘They shall seek me early but they 
shall not find me. 

1 am, dear youth, your much grieved friend, 

JESUS CHRIST. 


N.B. If the youth will agree to turn their 
meeting into a religious conference this even- 
ing, pleese to send back word and I will come 
and see you, if not, I will go into my closet and 
with the help of God will pray for your souls 
while you dance. AsaneL Nertieton. 

Wr publish the foregoing, not only to give our pres- 
ent readers to know the presumptuous wickedness to 
whic! the opposers of the trath are willing to descend, 
but thet generations yet to come may learn the pervers- 
ness and blasphemy of the orthodoxy of the present day. 





of the Saviour’s treating young people as this fanatic re- 
presents in his letter? Some time past, we received a 
letter dated Infernal Pit, and signed Nick LuciFER ; 
a few days since we received one, purporting to come 
from a great distance, signed Prince IMMANUEL ; this 
letter was too indecent for publication. We now have 
at our disposal one signed Jesus Curist, written in 
the same wicked and perverse spirit. Readers, you will 
be shocked at the profanity of this forgery ; but speak- 
ing lies in the name of the Lord is no new practice with 
the deceivers of mankind. Let us say; ‘* Father for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.” 
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tetracls froma Letter to the Editor, dated, Bronson 
Township, Huron Co. Ohio, Feb. 10, 1821. 


‘Although shut out as I am from the great lights with 
which my old friends in the east are surrounded, yet I 
get a glimpse now and then of the great work there go- 
ing on. I find that the old Orders advertise a cry in 
bitter terms against that fast growing evil in the church 
as they say, viz. Universalism.” 

‘‘T Jearn that you sir, are now publishing a Monthly 
[Weekly] Magazine, or at Jeast edit it. 1 wish you to 
forward me this work fromthe time you receive this, 
and [ will account for the same. I am told they are at 
$2 per year, but shall be likely to find the terms with 
the work.” 

“There is a large share of this county friendly to 
your works, and of the principal characters too, and [ 
have no doubt a preacher of our order may have good 
encouragement, and would be well provided for. There 
has been but one among us since I have been here, viz. 
a Mr. Joknson, from Vermont, I had a short opportuni- 
ty with him; and he did bimself and profession honou: 
with us, and encouraged another visit, but has not yet 
attended. He had left Vermont for his health, which 
he said was mending. He told me there were so many 
calls for his labours that he did not know how to dis- 
pose of that which he coulddo. We look to your quar- 
ter for help, hoping that providence will so order that’ 
we in this part of the vineyard shail not wholly be ne- 
glected. Please be so good as to forward such sketches 
of the general prosperity and progress of the church, as 
you have reason to believe will be new and interesting 
to me, and that you can conveniently attend to.” 

‘This county is settled principally of people from 
New England and the State of New York, and we are 
very well pleased with the country ; but the country is 
yet quite new, and although we are blessed with an a- 
bundance of the produce of the land, yet the scarcity 
of money is such that we cannot realize it from our pro- 
duce, and of course get very little. My father Steward 
Southgate, came.to this country with me, and appeared 
to enjoy life very well until September Jast, when he 
was taken unwell, and after about three weeks sickness, 
departed this life aged 72 years. . As he has left con- 
nexions both in Massachusetts and Maine, beside those 
in Vermont, you would confer a favour by causing his 
death to be noticed in some public print in your vicini- 
ty.” “ROBERT 8. SOUTHGATE.” 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rey. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. William 
&, Chadwick to Miss Mary Sprague. 

By Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Lewis Lyman, mer. of 
Hartford, Vt. to Miss Mary Bruce. 

By Rev. Bishop Cheverus, Mr. Morris Patten to Miss 
Mary Ann Sheas. 

By Rey. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Caleb C. Cutter, mer. to 
Miss Hannah Bigelow. 

By Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. William Carlton, of Boston, 
to Miss Lydia Hunting, of Charlestown. 

In Marblehead, on the 6th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Bert- 
lett, Mr. Ambrose Martin Gregory to Miss Eliza Bruce. 


je 


DIED, 
In this town, Mr, Jacob Tidd, aged 65.—Miss Mary 
Leate, $5.—Mrs. Susan Gibbs, 20.—Mrs. Lucy Rich, 











Let us ask, where in al) ine New Testament, do we read 








¢3-—Ms. John Etheridge, 48, . 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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tlk POETS’ CORNER. Tho’ man were vain enough the thing to try, added the open confession pe rie benevolence 
/ From thence look round on nature’s open field, of God, and the consequent final happiness of mankind 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. Does not the herb, the tree, the fou: tains yield —who believe all men to be equally children of God 

we, 


and heirs of grace, I more particularly adress myself at 


A rich supply to all? to man, to beast, to bird, 
The fundamental principle of the doctrine 


“ When I consider the heavens, the work of thine From whence proceeds ail these, but from the Lord? 


: resent.. 
hands, the moon and stars, which thou hast ordained, Pp 


' i hat i that thou art mindful of him? or the son Do not the jast, unjust, both equal share, you uphold, his Love. Let your actious correspond wit 

! i ame that thew visilest him 2” Both of the sun, the rain, the earth and air? the principle. By strictly adhering to it, evidence to \ 
Me THE the moon, in harmony do join Does not each season’s revolution bring, the world, the high value you set upon the professions 

i PI sun, 9 ’ 


Evince the 
| beauty and excellence of universalism, by shewing that 
itis not mere name, or an idle epeculative fancy; but | 


To all, the winter, autumn, summer spring ? you have made—tenets you have adopted, 
Does a small number, an elected few, 

Receive more favors here, than other's do? 

Are they more ready to relieve the poor, 

Or for the naked raiment to procure? 

If not, as every day cles testify, 

Wherein does all their fancied goodness lie? 
Does it exist elsewhere but in the brain, 

Or in the heart of man, that proud and vain? 

O I rejoice man’s scheme will come to nought, 
For Christ the ransomed of the Lord has bought ; 
That in the dispensation, the set time, 

Each son of Adam, abd of every clime, 

Of things in heaven, on earth, or in the sea, 

Or in the air, and all therein that be, 


The stars, the distant plenets, all combine ; 

And systems far as ere the eye could scan, 

Or meanest reptile, both by sea and land, 
Proclaim aloud, the hand to be divine, 

That first did fitly every atom join! 

And by a process unbeknown to man, 

The wond’rous sea was mace, likewise the land ; 
More wond’rous still, yon brilliant lamp of day, 
How was he made? what does support him, say? 
From whence the light, our system does illume, 
The rays he gives, and still does not consume ? 
Likewise the germ of every plant, or blade, 

Each creeping thing, each bird, each quadruped, 
Each insect, fly, and fish of the sea, 


an active, vigerous principle, able to produce worthy 
fruits, conducing to your welsare, and the benefit of 
others. 

Since « perfect and undisturbed harmony is a thing, 
ratherto be wished, than expected, in the present state ; 
since it must needs be, that oflences come ; and through 
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the wickedness of some, the misapprehensions and pre- 
judices of others, and the infirmities of all, injuries will 
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often be offered, and much oftener imagined; let it be 


your chief endeavour, to stop the progress of malice and 
revenge, and to make up those differences, which you 
are not able entirely to prevent. 





Be always ready to 


i. Ie 





Transcendant made, with reason how profound! 
In nature how erect, in image fair, 

Ten thousand systems could not compare ; 

And what were all, tho’ we could grasp the whole, 


bi 

H Rose up ein a the od aN Will join the song in yon celestial choir, forgive injuries, whenever the aggressor she ws an hon- 
ray ce rl ne rit > ithe, To praise the Lamb, his God and ours adore, est desire to be re conciled.—Imy ress this prineiple deep 
ay Was slid Aina dist, from atoms of the ground, D.M.T. in your hearts, that indiscretion in him ; cannot exercise 
at - ——— Ss «| Want of charity in you. Let it not be said that any of 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. you repine at thep rosperity of even his en my, muck 


wen 


less of his neighbour, but, that you show « pleasing sat- 
isfaction at seeing an honest wan thrive, or a man of 


iinepeuteteres eS ae 





‘© Beloved, let us love one another.°—1 John iv. 7. 
merit rewarded, whatever may be his rc!) 


LIOaus Of 


pinions; 








‘To be compar’d to one immortal sou]? 
They dwindle into nought, they’re light as vanity, 
They're short as time is to eternity ; 
Yet must this man, (forbid it O my God) 
The subject be of Calvin’s dark abode ? 
in yon grim region of dispair, of woe, 
And find his Maker an eternal foe ? 
There ceaseless and eternally blaspheme, 
And execrate Jehovah's holy name, 
Must that, alas, be man’s most wrecthed lot? 
When God's own Son’s most precious blood has bo’t 
The race of man, yet will not that suffice 
To raise but few to yon celestial skies? 
How can that be? Can one immortal soul, 
Out of the millions, that make up the whole, 
Be doomed to woe? How would that harmonize 
With all that’s visible below the skies ? 
Would not his name, if that were any’s let, 
Be largely in the sun, the moon, be wrote? 
In firy capitals as broad as day, 
Terrific as Vesuvius or dread Etna. 
Nor would a blade of grass that strikes the eye, 
But there the wretched name ye would discry, 
Nor smallest fly, whese buz scarce strikes the ear, 
But in that buz the wretched name ye'd hear, 
Nor would yon mighty fountain, the buge deep 
Be silent, no, but every wave would weep ; 
There’s nought in nature, but would mourn and sigh, 
No melody be heard beneath the sky ; 
But lamentation’s sadest, deepest wail 
Woe, woe to man, would breathe in every gale, 
Was that the case, sure nature at his bith 
‘Would man refuse a place upon the earth. 
Nor would yon glorious sun his rays ere deign 
On such a wretched outcast once to shine ; 
But would dissolve, or instant take his flight, 
And leave the world in one eternal night. 
Sure, if the things we see, below the sky, 
Are we to judge of those of the Most High. + 
Where then in nature, can the thing be found, 
Wherein God’s goodness does not rich abound? 
Look up to heaven, you glorious lamp of day, 
Teaming with life, with warmth, in every ray, 
Lo now he’s sunk beneath the western sky, 
What beauty now’s laid open to the eye? 
Survey them all, the moon, the stars, and say, 


Another obligation to the duty of loving one another, 
arises from the new relation, in which we stand to each 
other as christians. Before, we were obliged to love 
God and to do good to each other, as partakers of the 
same common nature; but christianity obliges us, to 
look upon ourselves as brethren in a peculiar and more 
exalted sense, as being all the children of God, in Christ, 
all members of the same body, all partakers of the same 


spirit, and heirs of the same blessed hope of imimortali- | 


ty. The last motive, that I shall mention, to universa! 
love and charity, is the great stress, which our Saviour 
lays upon this duty, recommending it to us in a particu- 
lar manner above all others, as being the most necessa- 
ry and indispensable qualification, of a sincere christian. 
By this shal] all men know that ye are my disciples, if 


| duty of a servant of the Lord, rot to striv 


let not prosperity so far exalt you, as to look down up- 
on those, in a Jower situation, with contempt, or to for- 
get the duties, which are equally due to the peo 
to the rich, 


, biG 
Be ready to conirbute to the necessities 
of all around you, according to your diferent abilities. 
In administering this comfort or assistance, use the ut- 
most delicacy and caution, lest you, by any meens, burt 
the feelings cf the receiver. In your common cezhngs 
with mankind, be just, candid, and true. As to your 
behaviour towards those, who ciffer from you in reii- 
gious opinion, these few words mey suffice :—{i is the 
, but to Le 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meckne-s 
instructing those, that oppose themselves,- For © t] 


wrath of man, worketh not the righteousness of God.” 
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ye have love, one to another. 
All the time he was upon the earth, executing his | 
ministerial office, he went about doing good, leaving us | 
an example, which he indispensably requires us to fol- 
low. And the apostles every where declare, that love 
and good will to nankind, is the principal aim and de- 
sign of our whole religion, and that, whosoever is defi- 
cient in this excellent virtue, all his pretences to reli- 
gion are vain and useless, and the reason, why so par- 
ticular a stress is Jaid upon the practice of this great duty, 
is plain, becase it is that temper and disposition of mind, 
which exalts the nature of man, and makes him perfect, 
even as our father, which isin heaven is perfect ; which 
gives a holiness to all bis virtues, and hides his defects 
and imperfections. It is a qualification of mind, which 
gives a lustre and ornement to our religion on earth, 
and glorifies our father which is in heaven. In short, 
all the good by which human life is adorned and made 
happy, in a great measure springs from it ; and without 
it, it is no more possible for ayeasonable creature to be 
made happy, than it is to distinguish colours without 
‘ight ; almost all other virtues and perfections are to be 
done away, when that which is perfect, is come, But 
charity, or universal love is a perfection which shal) 
never fail—Charity, says the apostle, never faileth.— 
The love of God, and of all mankind, which began in 
us in this life, will, in the next state, grow into perfec- 
tion, and remain forever to he the very life of that bap- 
piaess, which abideth for ns in the kingdom of God.— 
These several considerations ought io imtluence persons, 
of every rauk and condition in life, of every sect and 
To 


Since love and charity, peace and unity, are things uiost 
highly, and in a particular wann:r pleasing to God. ¢nd 
no less avantageous and beneficial to ourselves ; let the 
promotion of these, in public and in private, be the 
chief care and endeayour of every one of you, in his 
proper station, 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
An ADDRESS, delivered at the Installation 


of the Officers of St. Paul’: Royel Arch Chapter, Boston, 
Jan. 25, A. L. 5821.—By Con panion Jonn Howr. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 
the Universalist SJeeting Howse in Roxbury, Jan. 4th, 
1821, by Hoska Bainov, of Boston,—Vext, Malachi 
ii, 10; ** Breve @ttle thes to the store-house, 
that there may be ‘tn mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, su Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you fie wer heaven, and pour you oul @ 
blessing, that the: Lnot be room enough to receive 
u.** 


A SERMON, 4 
the new brick Mec 
by Hosea Ballon, of 


EL 


sivered at the Dedication of 
ng Louse in Milford, Jan. 10, 1821, 
joston---Text, Isaiah ii. 3. 


A Series of Leters in defence of Divine Rey- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Kncelane’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the ssme.— Ry HosEa 
BaLiov, pastor of the Cd Universelist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. ‘To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckninster, ond the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregs tional Char- 
ches in Portsmout), N. H. and the Rev. H. Batuov. 
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God is not good ; how can | btm obey? 
Can thie be done? Ah no, that I deny, 


persuasion, to the observance of this great duty. 


you, my brethren, who to these several motives, have Teed 4S OF) ALL KINDS, 


ESECUIMD AL THIS CHEPIGE AT SHORT NOTICE. 
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